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Language Policy between Educational Reform and Civilizational Consciousness — A

Reading in the Thought of Saleh Belaid

Abstract in English :Language policy is not merely a regulatory tool within the educational
system; rather, it is a civilizational project that defines the identity of a nation and reflects its self-
awareness. Educational reform is closely linked to civilizational consciousness, wherein the mother
tongue becomes a central axis in shaping the individual and constructing culture. For this reason, Saleh
Belaid emphasizes the experiences of nations that have devoted special care to their national

languages, enabling them to achieve scientific and cultural renaissance and to assert their presence on
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the global stage. These experiences demonstrate that language is not simply a means of

communication, but a foundation for intellectual sovereignty and civilizational distinction.

From this perspective, Saleh Belaid calls upon Arab societies to draw lessons from such
experiences by consolidating the status of the Arabic language in education and knowledge
production, while simultaneously working to strengthen its global presence in research and
innovation. At the same time, he underscores the importance of openness to foreign languages as
bridges for communication and engagement with others, without compromising the linguistic identity
of Arabic. Through this balance, language policy can contribute to building an Arab society capable of
harmonizing authenticity with openness, preserving its civilizational roots, and actively participating in

the global cultural landscape.

Keywords: Language policy, planning, mother tongue, Arabic, civilizational consciousness,

culture, multilingualism.
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Abstract:

Professor Saleh Belaid is considered one of the most prominent Arab linguists who established a
scholarly school combining the authenticity of the Arabic language with modern academic rigor.

This paper, entitled "The Academic Approach in Saleh Belaid's Linguistic Efforts: A Reading of
the Book 'Lessons in Applied Linguistics’," aims to highlight the features of the academic approach in
his linguistic work by analyzing its intellectual and methodological content as manifested in his book,
"Lessons in Applied Linguistics.”

The research concludes that this approach embodies a comprehensive scholarly project that

seeks to establish Arabic linguistic research within the standards of rigorous academic research.

Keywords: Academic approach — Applied Linguistics — Saleh Belaid — Linguistic research —

Arabic language teaching.
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